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This article examines the ways in which postwar urban renewal contributed to the 
emergence of new black ghettos in the West Side of Chicago from the 1940s to the 
1950s. The black community in the West Side consisted of African American 
migrants from the South as well as African American residents displaced by urban 
renewal. The “high rise” architectural style, first introduced to the West Side and later 
adopted in other public housing projects, triggered the concentration of poor African 
Americans in public housings. This article demonstrates that the mid-twentieth 
century urban decay occurred in the interrelationship between the transformation of 
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